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SHARE YOUR MESSAGE CALL US AT 773-7676

LEWISTON-PORTER CHURCH DIRECTORY

Lutheran Church of the Messiah
915 Oneida Street, Lewiston

Phone: 754-4944   Fax: 754-0903
www.messiahlewiston.org

The Reverend Ashlin Marchese, Pastor
The Reverend Thomas R. Mason, Pastor Emeritus

Online worship can be viewed at MessiahLewiston.org
Come worship with us Sundays at 9:00am

Youngstown Village Square Apartments

Call Q & D Management 800-848-8569

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
For 2 Bedroom Apartments

We maintain landscaping, trash removal, common area cleaning and snowplowing

745-9858

   Youngstown  
Village Diner
The 

MON 6AM-2PM - Soup and Sandwich Specials
TUE  6AM-8PM - Spaghetti and Meatballs,
  Chicken Parm, Eggplant Parm, Penne Parm
  or Liver & Onions 
WED 6AM-8PM - Stuffed Peppers, 
   Hot Turkey Sandwich or Fish.
THURS 6AM-8PM - Schnitzel w/Potato
   Pancake and Sauerkraut or Fish
FRI 6AM-2PM - Haddock, Fish Sandwiches,
   Tuna Melts & New England Clam Chowder

SAT & SUN OPEN AT 6AM - Eggs Benedict,
  Banana Walnut Pancakes, Spinach & Feta
  Omelet & Our Full Breakfast & Lunch Menu 

~ WEEKLY SPECIALS ~

With a View of Niagara River
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through 
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Friday Fish Fry 
 Breaded  Baked

Greek Restaurant
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WEEKEND SPECIALS:

New York State Parks highlights Black History Month 
Events, places, programs & virtual content features African American impacts on state history

Niagara Falls to be illuminated
New Yorkers can help cel-

ebrate contributions to state his-
tory through a series of events, 
programming and visits to State 
Parks and historic sites during 
Black History Month.

“We support Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo’s commitment to better telling 
the undertold stories of African 
Americans who helped shape our 
state’s diverse history,” said Erik 
Kulleseid, commissioner of State 
Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation. “During Black His-
tory Month in February, I wel-
come visitors to take advantage of 
our displays, events, virtual pro-
gramming and online content, as 
well as through safe, socially dis-
tanced outdoor visits to our sites 
related to this important aspect of 
our common heritage.”

Under Cuomo’s “Our Whole 
History” Initiative, which aims to 
broaden interpretations at state 
historic sites, parks this year will 
designate Philipse Manor Hall 
State Historic Site as the fi rst 
state historic site dedicated to the 
400-year experience of Black indi-
viduals in New York.

The Westchester County for-
mer Colonial estate was once 
home to enslaved Africans who 
labored there. Exhibitions at the 
site will be expanded to include 
interpretation of that enslave-
ment, the Underground Railroad 
abolitionist effort, emancipation, 
the Great Migration, and the civil 
rights movement to celebrate the 
countless ways in which Black 
persons have contributed to New 
York’s shared culture.

Black History Month traces its 
origins to 1915 and the national 
50th anniversary emancipation 
celebration in Chicago, where 
historian, author and journalist 
Carter G. Woodson staged a his-
tory exhibit. In 1926, Woodson 
selected the second week in Feb-
ruary for Negro History Week as 
a nationwide event. It grew into a 
monthlong celebration and was 
federally recognized by President 
Gerald Ford in 1976 during the 
U.S. Bicentennial.

To learn more about Woodson’s 
life and work, and his founding of 
the Association for the Study of 
African American Life and His-
tory (ASALH), visit https://asalh.
org.

At Niagara Falls State Park, the 
falls will be illuminated in red, 
black and green to mark Black 
History Month on Feb. 13, be-
ginning at 6 p.m., for a 15-minute 
period at the top of the hour (con-
tinuing through 11 p.m.).

As part of Cuomo’s initiatives 
to better recognize contributions 
of prominent Black persons, State 
Parks opened Shirley Chisholm 
State Park in Brooklyn, named for 
the fi rst African American Con-
gresswoman and fi rst woman to 
run for U.S. president; dedicated 
Marsha P. Johnson State Park in 

Brooklyn (the former East River 
State Park) in honor of the trans-
gender woman of color who advo-
cated for the LGBTQ+ and HIV/
AIDS communities; and installed 
a statue of 19th century aboli-
tionist and suffragette Sojourner 
Truth at the walkway over the 
Hudson State Historic Park in 
Highland.

In-person Black History Month 
events and programming sched-
uled for February include:

√ Old Fort Niagara State His-
toric Site, Youngstown: A Feb. 6 
tour highlighting military service 
at the post from the 18th through 
the 20th centuries, including the 
story of formerly enslaved Rich-
ard Pierpoint, who served during 
the American Revolution. The 
tour will also address the history 
of the 24th Infantry Regiment, a 
unit of African American “Buf-
falo Soldiers” raised after the 
Civil War. Tour size is limited to 
20 persons, and preregistration 
is required by contacting Erika 
Schrader at 745-7611, ext. 221, or 
eschrader@oldfortniagara.org.

Virtual events include:
√ John Jay Homestead State 

Historic Site: A Zoom lecture on 
the history of enslavement in this 
prominent Colonial-era family, 
starting at 7 p.m. Feb. 24. Reg-
istration is available at johnjay-
homestead.org The website also 
includes virtual exhibits, school 
programs and tours to explore 
the Jay family’s history as enslav-
ers, and the dedication of later 
generations of Jays to the aboli-
tionist cause.

√ Olana State Historic Site: A 
webinar on the life of 19th centu-
ry African American and Ojibwe 
sculptor Mary Edmonia Lewis, 
presented by University of New 
Mexico professor Kristin Buick. 
Starting 6 p.m. Feb. 24. This re-

quires paid membership in The 
Olana Partnership, which is avail-
able at olana.org/membership.

√ Jay Heritage Center: A Zoom 
lecture by Dr. Gretchen Sorin, 
director of Cooperstown Gradu-
ate Program in Museum Studies, 
on her new book, “Driving While 
Black: African American Travel 
and the Road to Civil Rights.” 
Registration is available online.

√ Clermont State Historic Site: 
A Facebook Live event at 2 p.m. 
Feb. 20 hosted by comic artist 
Emily Ree on how the Red Scare 
of the 1950s led to blacklisting in 
the comic book industry, which 
at the time supported a diverse 
workforce of people of color and 
women.

The State Parks blog also has 
recent posts on African American 
historical items, including the 
Dutch colonial-era African Ameri-
can holiday of Pinkster, 19th cen-
tury abolitionist Sojourner Truth 
and her life in the Hudson Valley, 
the 19th century emancipation 
holiday of Juneteenth, and the 
role of African American leader-
ship in the Civilian Conservation 
Corps in New York during the 
Great Depression.

State Parks is posting a web-
page outlining these items and 
more online at https://parks.
ny.gov/history/black-history/de-
fault.aspx. 

The New York State Offi ce of 
Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation oversees more than 
250 individual parks, historic 
sites, recreational trails and boat 
launches, which were visited by a 

record 78 million people in 2020. 
For more information on any of 
these recreation areas, call 518-
474-0456 or visit parks.ny.gov.

Celebrating Black History 
Month: Though not in a state park, 
the Freedom Crossing Monument 
has become an iconic landmark in 
Lewiston’s waterfront park. It was 
developed by the Historical Asso-
ciation of Lewiston and created by 
Susan Geissler as a tribute – to the 
enslaved who sought a new life of 
freedom in Canada, and to the local 
volunteers who helped them cross 
the Niagara River. It has become 
one of the most popular attractions 
in Lewiston, as people take time to 
study the scene portrayed in bronze, 
read the plaque and learn more 
about the Underground Railroad.

NIAGARA FRONTIER 
PUBLICATIONS 

Lewiston-Porter Sentinel
Grand Island PennySaver

Niagara-Wheatfield Tribune
Island Dispatch

DON’T MISS A THING!  
Go to our website  
wnypapers.com

LOCAL NEWS, STORIES,
CLASSIFIEDS, COUPONS, 

SERVICE DIRECTORY!
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